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ductory parts of many of the Dialogues, of various
episodes in Gotama's career. Occasionally in an
argument in support of one or another ethical pro-
position, autobiographical reminiscences are placed
in the mouth of the Buddha himself as the principal
interlocutor in the dialogue. Some of the ancient
poems also relate to similar episodes, and in the intro-
ductory stones to certain of the rules of the Order,
specifying the occasion on which the rule in question
was originally established by the Founder, other
autobiographical incidents are incidentally alluded
to.

It will be impossible for me, within the limits of
time at my disposal, to do more than summarise the
results which can be reached from a comparison of
such passages as these.

As you are all aware, the actual date of the birth
of the Buddha is still a matter of controversy, but
may be fixed approximately at about B.C. 600. He
was born in the city of Kapila-vastu, about one
hundred miles north-east of the city of Benares.
This was one of those portions of the valley of the
Ganges which had been the last to be brought under
the influence of the Brahmins. It was far to the
east of the Holy Land of Brahmin tradition, and
there can be but little doubt that, at the time of
which we speak, the inhabitants of that district were